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Note -294p.; A revision of the fifth grade materials in the Contra Costa County social studies program. 
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Descriptors - American l’.;?ory. Cultural Background. Cultural Factors. Economic Development. Environmental 
Influences. European History, Family Mobility, *Grade 5. *Modern History. Social Change, Social Development, 
Social Mobility, *Social Studies Units, teaching Guides, * Technological Advancement, Western Civilization 
Identifiers -Canada. ’•‘United States 

The technological and cultural changes that have affected the United States and 
Canada since the 15th century are the subjects of this teacher’s guide for a 
fifth-grade social studies course. Six units are presented; (1) "New discoveries result 
from the application of - previously learned knowledge to the solution of current 
problems." (2/ "The life style of a culture is shaped by the contributions of groups 
which make up that culture." (3) "Conflict may develop among groups when goals and 
expectations differ." (4) "A mobile people tend to develop a way of life that differs 
from that in established communities." (5) "Technological development contributes to 
the nature and extent of cultural change." (6) "The physical and cultural resources of 
an area encourage specialization in the use of land. Nineteen behavioral objectives 
to be mastered during the year and the rationales behind them are given. Also listed 
are the objectives of the curriculum (grades 1-8) of which this guide is a part, and 
the 1 1 key concepts emphasized at all levels of the curriculum. Teaching strategies 
for cognitive skills, attitudes, feelings, and values are included. <LH) 
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When discussing various countries of the world, 
the student makes assertions about, or asks questions 
pertaining to people and how they live more often than 
about impersonal matters like the size, physical fea- 
tures, population, exports, or location of the countries 
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In order to facilitate the sharing of information and, at the same 
time, recognize the contributions of all groups, list the contributions 
as they are reported by one groups on the chalkboard. Then ask: 
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MAIN IDEA: NEW DISCOVERIES RESULT FROM THE APPLICATION OF PREVIOUSLY LEARNED KNOWLEDGE TO THE SOLUTION OF 

CURRENT PROBLEMS. 

On.gayu.zlng Idea.: him knowledge and Invention* eneouxaged mnld explanation dunlng the 

fifteenth eentuAy . 
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Who was interested in "your" explorer's trip? 

How might this be important in spreading the news? 
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From where do scientists think the Indians came? 
Where did (the group studied) settle? 

What skills and knowledge did those Indians have? 
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Ask the students to think about what the land we call North America 
was like before the Indians came . 
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MAIN IDEA: THE LIFE STYLE OF A CULTURE IS SHAPED BY THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF GROUPS WHICH MAKE UP 
THAT CULTURE. 

Oh.QdYiLzi.nQ Idea ' The EnQ&Lsh made. an e{ t { i oh£ £o e&£ab£L6h £he£h JLL^e &£y£e £n £he£h 

eolonieb . Ghoupf> &hom o£hen. evdttixheA adjusted £0 and a&{,ee£.ed £he 
ej>£abtu>ked cuJUuhe £n £hoAe eoZonieA and £n £he ex.pand£nQ na££on. 
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MAIN IDEA: THE LIFE STYLE OF A CULTURE IS SHAPED BY THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF GROUPS WHICH MAKE UP 
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1) What problem has been raised about Mary Jane? 

2) What different things can she do? 
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How do you think these three items are related? 

(Since 160^ over 42 million people have migrated to the 
United States from nations all over the world.) 
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10. Dramatize some event which showed the anger of the colonists, such 
as the Boston Tea Party. 
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3) In which aspect of Mr. Howard's life did you think there 
would be the most change? 
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Attitudes, Feelings, and Value s 2. Let the student who read l&LQ.ad and BuuttoA. IncU.an, (Colver) , tell 

’’ ~ the story to the class up to the point where Mr. Kunkel tells 

Barbara to carry the eggs carefully (p. 37). 
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Another episode that might be productive ends on page 50 with: 
"Shadow's wing is better," she said. "So I took a piece of my apron 
to bandage it." (Here Barbara is lying to protect her Indian friend.) 

This same questioning strategy can be used for this episode. Invent 
a new situation for question 4. 
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Discuss how many years had elapsed from the opening of the Wilderness 
Road until these frontier territories had the 60,000 people required 
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MAIN IDEA: TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTES TO THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF CULTURAL CHANGE. 

Organizing Idea: American* have changed the mannen and mean* by which goods and 

&eAvd.czA oJtd pJiodu.c.&d and. dJj>&uJou£dd. 
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MAIN IDEA: TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTES TO THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF CULTURAL CHANGE. 

On.gantztng Idea: A meJitcans have, changed the manneJi and means by iohtc.li goods and 

jsejmtces aJte produced and dtstntbuted. 
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power loom 
cotton gin 
factories 


gas engine 
assembly line 
interchangeable parts 
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plant research 
soil conservation 
factories 
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• To add new groupings, or 

• To suggest a different kind of grouping 

Checking student hypotheses Have the students check their hypotheses made in Act. 1. What would 

they change? Add? 
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